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Mr. Ryder brought in a bill for preventing the obstruction to a
free passage of grain throughout the kingdom, under the penalty of
being kept to Iiard labor for a time to be agreed on in the committee.
The bill was read a first time, and on the motion for the second

reading-
Mr. Sheridan said, this bill might be a proper
measure, but lie did not like the increase of new
penalties, as the existing- laws appeared to him suf-
ficient. He therefore moved that the bill be
printed, in order to give the members opportunity
to deliberate upon it.

Mr. Ryder was not surprised at the jealousy of the honorable
gentleman, upon any measure which tended to prevent tumultuous
assemblies, but begged leave to inform him, that the existing laivs
were deemed inadequate) because it was uncertain whether they could
apply precisely to the prevention of the obstruction to a free passage
of grain within the kingdom, being enacted against obstructions to
the, exportation of it.

Mr* Sheridan asserted that, notwithstanding- the
sarcasm of the right honorable gentleman, he had
a right to be jealous of every measure which tended
to increase the penalties of the statutes, and that
this right is constitutional. He again repeated that
he believed the laws sufficient to prevent any man,
or body of men, from obstructing the passage of
grain, especially if th^y proceeded to break open
the sacks and steal the flour from them.

The bill was ordered to be printed, and read a second time on
Monday.

Mr. Sheridan presented a petition against the
convention bills from a numerous body of associated
artizans, consisting of hatters, weavers, cordwainers,
bookbinders, printers, carpenters, joiners, smiths,
fee. &c." &c. to the number of 15,000. He next
presented a petition of a similar nature, from the
friendly society of working bakers, to the number
of 1000. The right honorable gentleman (Mr.
Pitt) had asserted that the friendly societies would
not be affected by these bills, if they passed into a
a law j but Mr. Sheridan, suspected when ihat part